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READING COMPREHENSION {15 marks)
THE TEXT

1-

Back in 1299, when Medellin, the capital of Columbia, was known as the most violent city in the
world, no-fee music schools began popping up n the poorest and most cAime-ravaged slums.
These were part of the Amadeus Foundation, a social initiative where children are encouraged to
aing. play instruments and appreciate classical music. According to its choir director, once you
put a vialin in the hands of children and teach them how to play, they will never pick ug a gun,

"“Wea bring classical music to children who would otherwize never be able to accass it. With the
help of the local mayar and private funds, we werk in 27 marginalised neighbourhcods across
Madallin, There, free music schools run by dedicated teachers provide high-quality musls
education. '

It was very difficult to convinge community leaders that classical music was fun, and sould have a
social banaft. Pecple were skepfical. A parent said that classical music is not for the peor . Cver
time, our concerts had more support from the local community and in some families, Mozart and
Beathoven have now become household names. Some of our pupils now make a living from
music, either as music teachers or professional musicians who perform with the Medellin
Symphany Crechestra.

Being part of an orchestra and practising hard every day gives children a sense of purpoze.
Farents come to concerts and feel proud. They are also grateful to the Amadeus Foundation
because their children are involved in something postive and not just hanging round on the
street. A young child involved in the programme is less likely to commit a crime. Children tend to
do better at school and are algo less likely to drop out of schoal,

But there is a lot more than just playing an instrument or turning children into professional
mugicians. Our aim s our glogan: "making pecpla better human beings”. | believe that music can
teach you about life. Playing in an orchestra means commitrent, respect for the person sitting
next to you, teamwork, discipline and being organized. It also improves mental agility. I've seen
young people change their atttudes towards themselves, their family and communily since
staring with us.”

Abridged from The Goardian Weekiy
February 5, 2009



SECTION : LETTRES - sessicn principale

COMPREHENSION QQUESTIONS

1. Circle the most appropriate title to the text: {1mark)
a- Parenis gralilude 1o 1he Amadeus Foundation
o- Medelln swaps violance for vigling
- Medellin provides poor kids with rap music education

2. For each of the following statements, find a detail showing that it is false : (2marks)
a- Tha Amadeus Fourdation music schools target all Medelin chilgren (paragraph 1)

3. State 3 changes in the lives of children invelved in the Amadeus programme, Focus
on paragraph 4. (3 marks]

4. Complete with words from the text {3 marks)
Alfirst, parents were .. . o o o Bt when ey naticad therr children's achigvemeants,
they became both . . o0 oL of their children and L0 o0 Lo L tothe
fersrel akicm.

5. Tick 3 positive values children acquire through the programme {3 marks)
improved seif-imags hionesty organization commitment gratitude

6. What do the underlined words in the text refer to? (2 marks)
s fpar 1) refers 1o . o .
Ik {REF BETEIBIE L wrrvom re arms o i i e i T D i Ry e S 3 e e

7. Has the text changed your attitude towards classical music? How? (1 mark}
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WRITING {15 marks)

1. Use the information. in the table below to write a 5 to 6-line paragraph about the
percentage of first-year students at American collegas. {5 marks)

JEpEr S P

| STATISTICS
_ 1977 2007
Whita B5% | . 7T3%
Black B 11 % 10.7 %
Aslan | 13% 8.1 %
Hispanic 1.8% 8.5 %

POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS
— The sire of the non-white commumnities .
— Discrimination policies -
- Poverty of the non- white cornmunities |

In gener'al. the figures show ...,
This colld e e i BT e e e

2. Would you take up a well-paid job you don't like or a less well-paid job you like?
Write a 12 to 15-line paragraph for your schocl magazine in which you state your
preference and justify it. (10 marks}
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LANGUAGE (10 marks)

1- Fill in the blanks with 7 words from the following box. There are 2 extra words ( 3.5 marks):

| brought § fosters / extinction / beyond / of femissions [ creation / focus/ implement |

The emvironmental movement must be « rejuvenated » if the world is to save important ecosystems
from extinction, according to the International Union for the Conservation of Mature.
The charity said there are three main challenges for the environmental mewvement: cutting

carbon... ..., protecting biodiversity and improving social justice

Ta he effective, local and international environmeant groups should be ... together in
a single purposa. The charity added that the world economy must change its. ...
from the creation of wealth to the quality ... ... ................. lifeto reduce waste and persuade world
leadersto....................o.. .. effactive change.

The IUCK alzo =aid : « The environmental movement must go........................... counting the

problems and sending messages to encourage the vision that gives us hope, ... ...
creativity and inspires us to change. »

2- Supply the correct form or tense of the bracketed words: ( 3.5 marks)

Parents Suzanne and Lewis are worried about their son. Although they did  their
£ [+ [ R T PP ta keep him safe and addiction-free, Zack's early interest in computers
frapid)..............o.ooveiennn.. Spiralled out of control. Zack (introduce) .............................. tothe
computer at an 2arly age and got used to (surf)._.....................the net at & [nitially, his use
was restricted to a child- friendly website, which they explored before {let)........................... him
use it (Fortune) ............................, Z;&ackK soon became addicted, What used to be a (please)}
........................ half-hour playing on-line hasg turned into a nightmare as £ack became utierly

3. Circle the right alternative: (3 marks)

Few places offer as much cppertunity for adverture as Northern Thailand. Where else could you
take an elephant trek (with § through ! by) beautiful mountain forests | cool off by { clear crystal |
clearer crystal [ crystal-clear) streams . visit majestic golden temples and absarb the enduring
charm and traditions (whose [ which / whom) characterize the region's small villages and towns?
With direct fight to Bangkok (depart [ departure ! departing) from eleven cities across Europe, a
ilifetime / lifeless [ lifelike) adventure is a lot closer than you (need { might { can) think.
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